European Union

Colombo, 20 January 20012

PRESS RELEASE
STATEMENT BY EU HEADS OF MISSION IN COLOMBO

European Umon Heads of Mission based m Colombo and accredited to the Maldives view
with concern recent developments m that country, including the amest of a cnnunal court
Judge by members of the secunty forces,

EUI Heads of Mission reiterate their suppont for the process of democratic transition i the
Maldives and note the importance of the pnnciples underlying that transinon, mcluding
respect for the constitution. due process, mdependence of the judiciary. the mle of law and
freedom of expression are central to this process.

EU Heads of Mission call on all parties m the Maldives to act i accordance with these
principles and to refran from mflammatory language or other action wlich could mcite
hatred.

The Royal Norwegan Ambassador in Colombo, accredited to the Maldives associates herself
with this statement by EU Heads of Mission
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